Inferior vena caval and right atrial thrombosis complicating an amebic hepatic abscess.
We describe a 50-yr-old black laborer who presented with right lower chest pain, weight loss, and pedal edema. Ultrasonography and computed tomograms showed a large abscess cavity in the right lobe of the liver which extended very close to the inferior vena cava. The lumen of the adjacent inferior vena cava was partially occluded by thrombus, which could be traced up into the cavity of the right atrium. The hepatic veins were normally patent. Sterile blood-stained pus was aspirated from the abscess. Antibodies against Entamoeba histolytica were present in high titer in the patient's serum. Although propagation of hepatocellular carcinoma into the inferior vena cava and even up into the right atrium is well recognized, inferior vena caval thrombosis extending up into the right atrium has not hitherto been reported as a complication of amebic hepatic abscess.